Are you ready for ranked-choice voting?

The Tuesday, Nov. 3, 2020 General Election for the offices of U.S. Senate, U.S. Congress and U.S. President will be
conducted using the method of ranked-choice voting. Ranked-choice voting, sometimes called “instant run-off
voting,” allows voters to choose their candidates in order of preference, by marking candidates as their first, second,

third and subsequent choices.

The votes are tabulated in rounds, with the lowest-ranked candidates eliminated in each round until there are only
two candidates remaining in the final round and the candidate with the most votes is declared the winner. It is
different from the plurality method of voting, in which voters choose only one candidate for each office and the
winner is determined by whoever gets the most votes.

Ranked-choice voting is only applied when there are three or more candidates running for the same office. Thus, for
the Tuesday, Nov. 3 General Election, you will receive a ranked-choice ballot for:

e The U.S. Presidential race: Joseph Biden (D), Roque De La Fuente (Alliance), Howard Hawkins (Green
Independent), Jo Jorgensen (Libertarian), Donald Trump (R)
» The U.S. Senate race: Sara Gideon (D), Susan Collins (R), Max Linn (I), Lisa Savage (I)

and either:

e The U.S. Congressional District 1 race: Jay Allen (R), Chellie Pingree (D) and declared write-ins Nancy

Farrand (D) and lan Arthur Leavitt (T)
or:

e The U.S. Congressional District 2 race: Dale Crafts (R), Jared Golden (D), and declared write-ins Daniel

Fowler (D) and Timothy Hernandez (D)

To mark the ballot for your first-choice candidate —
the person who you would most like to see win the
office — simply fill in the oval next to their name in
the “1* Choice” column. If you wish to rank some or
all of the remaining candidates in order of your
preference, you may do so, or you can choose to vote
for only your first choice. To mark a candidate as
your second choice, fill in the oval next to their name
in the “2" Choice” column, and so on.

In the ballot example at vight, the voter is choosing
candidates in a mock election for Congress. This
person chose to rank all the candidates, with Smokey
Bear marked as their first-choice candidate and
Mickey Mouse as their third-choice candidate.

You can find additional resources and details about
ranked-choice voting on the Department of the
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Sccretary of State website RCYV Resources page, http://maine.gov/sos/cec/elec/upcoming/rev.html You can vote at

the polls on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 3, or request an absentee ballot from your town clerk in person, by phone,
in writing, or online at https://apps.web.maine.gov/cgi-bin/online/AbsenteeBallot/index.pl by Oct. 29, 2020. You

can also vote in-person absentee beginning in early October through Friday, Oct. 30.

— Maine Department of the Secretary of State, September 2020




Ranked-choice Voting (RCV)

Ranked-choice voting in Maine: Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is ranked-choice voting?

Ranked-choice voting, sometimes called "instant run-off voting," allows voters to choose their candidates in order of
preference, by marking candidates as their first, second, third, and subsequent choices. The votes are tabulated in
rounds, with the lowest-ranked candidates eliminated in each round until there are only two candidates left. The one
who is determined to have received the majority of the votes {more than 50%) in the final round is declared the winner.
It is different from our previous method of voting, in which voters choose only one candidate for each office and the

winner is determined by plurality {(whoever gets the most votes).

2. Why are we using ranked-choice voting?

The full timeline of ranked-choice voting in Maine explains the path that has led to the use of this method of voting, At
this time, based on statewide votes, legal decisions and the provisions of the Maine Constitution, the State of Maine is
using ranked-choice voting for all of Maine's state-level primary elections, and in general elections ONLY for federal

offices, including the office of U.S. President. The ranked-choice rounds are used only in races in which there are more

than two candidates

3. How does RCV work?

The tabulation process and other details of implementing RCV are explained in the rules that govern the process. If no
candidate wins a majority of vates on Election Night in the races that have three or more candidates, the ballots and
memory devices from each municipality are securely transported to a central tabulation site in Augusta. There, the
winner is determined via rounds. The animated video shows the application of the rules in an example RCV tabulation.
You can also view our examples of marked ballots to learn how the tabulation rules are applied.

4, How are you making sure that my vote is secure and will be accurately counted?

The Department of the Secretary of State takes security issues very seriously and has several measures in place to
ensure the integrity of the voting process and validity of the results. Implementation of ranked-choice voting will not
change the fact that the voting process in Maine is not online nor linked to any network, which makes it far less
susceptible to cyberattacks. The RCV tabulation will not be online in any way, at any point in the process. All computers
related to ballot layout and tabulation are also closed systems, not connected to any sort of network/internet. Ballots
and memory sticks from tabulation machines are locked and sealed, with strict procedures establishing the chain of
custody. Those procedures will be retained with RCV. The software to determine the results will be operated on
hardwired computers that are on a closed system. None of the tabulator machines currently in use statewide have
connectivity capability, and we use paper ballots for all elections, which are fully auditable.

The only aspect of Maine's voting system that is connected to the internet is the Central Voter Registration system,
which allows municipal clerks to update voter information. However, it is password-protected and manitored by in-
house Information Services staff for any attempts at unauthorized use. Additionally, Maine has same-day voter
registration, so no voter can be disenfranchised at the polls due to an error related to their registration.

5. How can | learn more about the candidates and issues on ballots?

The Department of the Secretary of State will post a list of candidates for each office as well as a Citizens Guide to the
Referendum Election on our Upcoming Elections page. The non-partisan guide, published for every referendum election,
explains the referendum issues. Information on candidates, including their positions on the issues of the day, is not
available via our department. Voters should look to candidates websites, social media and printed outreach materials, as
well as Maine media cutlets and public debates for this information.



6. Why don't we use RCV in the governor's race or legislative races in the general election?

The Justices of the Maine Supreme Judicial Court issue a unanimous advisory opinion at the request of legislators in May
2017, concluding that the parts of the ranked-choice voting law that apply to general elections for State Representative,
State Senator and Governor were unconstitutional under the Maine Constitution because the Maine Constitution
requires the winners of those offices in a general election to be decided by a plurality. Primary elections in Maine and
elections for federal offices are governed by statute and not by the Maine Constitution.

Beginning with the November 3, 2020 General Election, the U.S. Presidential race is also conducted using ranked-choice
voting, per the law passed in 2019: Ch. 539, Public Laws of 2019, “An Act To implement Ranked-choice Voting for
Presidential Primary and General Elections in Maine.”

7. What if | want to rank my choices among the write-in candidates?

The ranked-choice voting law states that a voter may include no more than one write-in candidate among that voter's
ranked choices for each office. Thus, you will see only one space on your ballot to write in a candidate's name and rank
that candidate. You can view the full list of qualified write-in candidates on our Upcoming Elections page. All write-in
candidates must be formally declared as such, by the deadline prior to the election; write-in votes for any undeclared

persons will not be counted.
8. How much does ranked-choice voting cost?

For 2018, including startup costs and both the primary and general elections, ranked-choice voting cost $441,804 in
addition to the other regular costs. See the itemized breakdown here.

9. 1 only want to choose one candidate in a ranked-choice race. How should | mark my ballot?

If you only want to vote for one candidate in a ranked-choice race, the ballot instructs that you mark only the first-
choice oval for your candidate. You can also choose to mark the ovals all the way across in every ranking (1st, 2nd, 3rd,
etc. choice) for your candidate. Both of these markings are valid and will result in your vote being counted for your
candidate throughout all the rounds of the ranked-choice voting process, unless/until that candidate is eliminated from
the race. See Slides 5 and 6 in our example marked ballots for reference.



» Make only one choice per
column

* Do not skip columns

» Rank as many or as few
candidates as you would like

How Your Ballot Will Be Counted

* On election night, the local
election officials will count the 1st
choices on all the ballots and
report the results to the Secretary
of State

* If'no candidate wins a majority of
the Ist choice votes, the ballots or
memory devices containing the
results will be brought to the count-
ing facility in Augusta, to complete
the RCV counting process

* Your vote counts for your 1st
choice as long as the candidate has
not been defeated (because of
having the least votes in any round)

+ If your Ist choice candidate is
defeated, your 2nd choice will be
counted, and so on

ololo|o|e|o]ole
olelele|e|c|o]o)
ololo|lelelolo]|o
ololololololole
clolololelolo|o
olojojojolojo|o
olole|cle|o]o|a |
ololo|le|olelo]al]

ole|o|cl@lo|o|o
olc|o|oc|@®|o|o|o
olojo|oj®|o|o]o
clojlo|lo|@®|ololo
olojlolo|@|o|olo

Jlo|olelcl@lo|o|e
|le|le|lelo|@|o|e|e
Jlelelelololololo

ololo|o|o|@|o|o
olo|elo|ololc|®
cloje|@c|olo|o
ololole|o|o @l
ole|ec|c@|o|o|o |

olol@|lololo|o]a |
ol@|o|o|e|ale]|e

*I®iolololelclolel

ole|o|lo|leo|elole
olojo|o|@|o]o]|o
ololololo|olo]|o
olojololo|lolo|o
clojoclojlejo|o|o
ole|leleo|olo|e]|e
olo|olo|e|o|o]|e

Select your 1st choice
candidate and fill in the oval
next to that candidate’s name
in the 1st choice column

You do not have to rank all the
candidates - your ballot will be
counted even if you only rank
1 candidate for an office

Marking all the rankings for
the same candidate is counted
the same as a single 1st choice
vote for this candidate, as in the
example above

If you have a 2nd choice
candidate, fill in the oval next
to that candidate’s name in the
2nd choice column

You may rank other candidates
in the same manner until you
have ranked all the candidates
you would like

If you skip a single ranking, the
ranking after the single skipped
ranking will be moved up and
counted during the RCV
counting process
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Do net rank more than
one candidate for the same
ranking choice (in the
same column)

This is called an “over-
vote” because 2 candidates
have been ranked the same

It is not possible to know
which candidate the voter
really wants, so the over-
vote and later rankings
cannot be counted

If you skip two rankings
in a row, rankings after the
two skipped rankings will
not be counted

If you skip a 1st choice
ranking, your vote will be
counted as a blank on
Election Night

The 2nd choice will be
moved up and counted as
the 1st choice during the
RCV counting process
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